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ANONYMOUS U. S. MAJOR, state-

ment regarding the bombing of Ben 

Tre, South Vietnam, "Major Describes 

Move", New York Times, February 8, 1968 

 

As I ponder the madness of Vietnam 

and search within myself for ways to 

understand and respond in compas-

sion, my mind goes constantly to the 

people of that peninsula. I speak 

now not of the soldiers of each side, 

not of the ideologies of the Libera-

tion Front, not of the junta in Saigon, 

but simply of the people who have 

been living under the curse of war 

for almost three continuous decades 

now. I think of them, too, because it 

is clear to me that there will be no 

meaningful solution there until some 

attempt is made to know them and 

hear their broken cries. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., speech at Riverside 

Church in New York City, "A Time to Break Si-

lence", April 4, 1967 

 
Vietnam was always, in a single 

moment, dreadful, funny, nightmar-

ish, ecstatic. In its moments of high-

est drama, it was always its own best 

and worst parody. 
PHILIP D. BEIDLER, American Literature and the 

Experience of Vietnam 

 
Combat is fast, unfair, cruel, and 

dirty. It is meant to be that way so 

that the terrible experience is brand-

ed into the memory of those who are 

fortunate enough to survive. It is up 

to those survivors to ensure that the 

experience is recorded and passed 

along to those who just might want 

to try it. 
BRUCE H. NORTON, Force Recon Diary, 1969: 

The Riveting, True-to-Life Account of Survival and 

Death in One of the Most Highly Skilled Units in 

Vietnam 

 
Hey, Hey LBJ, How many kids did you 

kill today? 
ANONYMOUS, popular protest chant, 1967 

 
Vietnam was what we had instead of 

happy childhoods. 
MICHAEL HERR, "Colleagues", Dispatches 

 
The Vietnam War required us to 

emphasize the national interest 

rather than abstract principles. 
HENRY KISSINGER, Wall Street Journal, March 

11, 1985 

 

President’s Comments                 1 

 

February Minutes   2  

 

VA Insists it can Handle  
Coronavirus Pandemic             2                      

 

Facts about COVID-19  3 

 

Registration opens March 2 for 
National Veterans Golden Age 

Games                                           4 

 

VA Notice on CORVID-19              4 

 

Veteran in IL Buried with no  

Relatives    5 

 

Call for your veteran Stories  5 

 

 

To the members and 

associates of Chapter 

196, 

     With everything be-

ing postponed or can-

celled, you can include 

our monthly meeting for  

April and probably May.  

We are in unprecedent-

ed times and time is 

supposed to be the an-

swer. 

     At last month’s meet-

ing the nominating com-

mittee recommended 

that all officers remain 

the same for the next 

two years. That resolu-

tion stays on the floor 

for thirty days. Then the 

virus hit.  At what would 

have been the April 

meeting, we would take 

nominations from the 

floor (if any) and then 

vote. In May we would 

be sworn in and reports 

mailed to State and Na-

tional. As officers, we 

are here to serve you 

and do what is best for 

the chapter. 

     Whenever we have 

our next meeting, we 

will pick-up where we 

left off. Nominations 

from the floor, vote and 

swear in, all in one 

meeting.  Until then 

everything will remain in 

place.  These are guide-

lines from the state.  If 

for some reason the 

shut down continues, 

we have other options 

from National that we 

will abide by. 

     If and when things 

change for the better, I 

will get the message out 

to you by email and 

snail mail. Until then 

there probably will not 

be a newsletter for May. 

     If something im-

portant comes along, 

you can contact me at 

(434) 993-2916 or 

stokesgm@yahoo.com. 

                                                                                                      

Keeping you informed, 

                                                                                            

David Stokes 

                                                                                                        

President 

mailto:stokesgm@yahoo.com
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Minutes for March 10, 2020 Membership Meeting 

    Chapter President David 

Stokes called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 PM followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance, 

opening prayer and draping of 

the POW/MIA flag. Motion 

was made and passed to dis-

pense reading of the minutes 

of the last meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

    MEMBERSHIP   VVA-212  

members    AVVA-33 mem-

bers 

    FINANCIAL   Report was 

given by Financial Secretary 

Jim Fishel 

     

OLD BUSINESS 

Bracelets and necklaces are 

now available for sale. 

The Welcome Home ceremo-

ny is to be held at Tree of Life 

Church on Greenview Drive 

on May 21. 

 

    Today was the last day for 

names to be put on the ballot 

for positions of Officers/

Directors. They will be on the 

ballot until the April meeting 

and be voted on. At that time 

names can be submitted from 

the floor as well. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

    The VA Medical Center in 

Salem and the CBOC in 

Lynchburg are asking Veter-

ans with scheduled appoint-

ments to arrive at these facili-

ties an hour early to be 

checked for the Corona Virus. 

President David Stokes re-

minded those who attend the 

Monument Terrace Troop Ral-

ly on Fridays  of limited park-

ing and suggested a few plac-

es where parking is allowed. 

A motion was made to con-

tribute to the American Le-

gion the cost of sending 1 boy 

and 1 girl to Boys/Girls State 

Convention in Farmville. Mo-

tion was seconded and 

passed. 

 

    A motion was made to con-

tribute $500 to a female vet-

eran who needs assistance. 

Motion was seconded and 

passed. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 

PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Robert Crowder, Secretary 

VVA Chapter 196 

VA Insists it can Handle Coronavirus Pandemic 

As reported March 13 by 

Leo Shane III for Military 

Times, as the number of 

coronavirus cases in the 

Veterans Affairs medical 

system continues to rise, 

lawmakers are asking 

whether officials are fully 

prepared for the numerous 

challenges ahead. VA lead-

ership has already insisted 

they are, and in a message 

to veterans said they coor-

dinating their efforts with 

other federal agencies to 

“protect the health of eve-

ryone who visits or works 

at one of our facilities.” As 

of Friday morning, at least 

16 patients connected to 

10 different VA medical 

centers nationwide have 

tested positive for the coro-

navirus or are awaiting 

confirmation but presumed 

to be infected.  
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We are all veterans of the Corona Virus shutdown by the time this newsletter is published.  A little more information may not 

be a bad thing, so I have included a CDC sheet of information. 
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Competition in Madison, Wis., marks 

34th year serving Veterans. 

 

     Registration to compete in the 2020 

National Veterans Golden Age Games 

opens March 2, 2020, at 12 p.m. ET. 

Eligible Veterans must be age 55 and 

older and receive VA health care. 

     Applications will be online 

at  www.veteransgoldenagegames.va.go

v. Registration closes once it reaches the 

maximum number of applicants. The 

Games run from June 22-27 in Madison, 

Wis. 

     “For 34 years, VA has been hosting 

the National Veterans Golden Age 

Games as a rehabilitation event dedicat-

ed to the health and well-being of our 

nation’s Veterans 55 and older,” said 

Carla Ruff, director of the National Veter-

ans Golden Age Games. “In keeping with 

the Games’ motto – ‘Fitness for Life’ – 

we want to encourage every Veteran to 

apply and make activity and fitness an 

integral part of their lives.” 

     Hosted by the William S. Middleton 

Memorial Veterans Hospital in Madison, 

the National Veterans Golden Age 

Games offer competition in: air pistol, air 

rifle, badminton, basketball, boccia, 

bowling, cycling, disc golf, golf, horse-

shoes, nine ball, pickleball, power walk, 

shuffleboard, swimming, table tennis, 

and track and field. 

 

Cycling is one of 17 competitive events at the 

National Veterans Golden Age Games. Registration 

for the Games opens March 2. (Reynaldo Leal/U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs) 

     The National Veterans Golden Age 

Games is the premier senior adaptive 

rehabilitation program in the United 

States, and the only national multi-event 

sports competition designed specifically 

to improve the quality of life for military 

Veterans age 55 and older. 

     The Games encourage participants to 

continue in local events in their home 

communities. This year’s National Veter-

ans Golden Age Games are a qualifying 

event for the 2021 National Senior 

Games, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

     VA expects more than 1,000 local 

volunteers to donate their time and ef-

forts. Multiple volunteer opportunities 

will be available to help with everything 

from sporting events to hospitality ser-

vices. Events will take place at Madi-

son’s Alliant Energy Center, the Madison 

Marriott West hotel, the Dane County 

Regional Airport, Madison and Middleton 

hotels, and other surrounding communi-

ty venues. 

   Volunteer registration will open in April. 

Interested volunteers can email 

NVGAGVolunteers@va.gov to receive 

more information and updates. 

     For more information about the Na-

tional Veterans Golden Age Games, vis-

it www.veteransgoldenagegames.va.gov 

and follow VA Adaptive Sports Programs 

on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram at 

@Sports4Vets. 

 

   Registration opens March 2 for National Veterans Golden Age Games  from VA NEWS  Feb 2020 

Beginning Tuesday, March 9, 2020, at 6:00 a.m., 

the Central Virginia VA Health Care System will 

begin screening all guests and employees at 

select entrances across the facility and our 

community clinics. All patients coming to the 

facility for an appointment should plan to arrive 

approximately one hour early, as we expect some 

delays in entry to the facility. Additionally, the 

valet service at our main entrance will cease 

operation to help mitigate  any potential 

coronavirus transmissions among our Veteran 

population. 

Please know that our Veterans’ health will remain 

our top priority as we work to limit the spread of 

viruses. 

A guide for Veterans is here: https://

www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/72072/coronavirus-

be-informed-and-call-your-provider-if-symptoms-

develop/ 

For more information about the Coronavirus, 

please visit:  https://www.cdc.gov/

coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

 IMPORTANT BELOW 
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Last month in this newsletter, Steve Bozeman did a 

great article on his experiences in Vietnam.  The article 

was very informative and I think we all learned some-

thing new about Steve that we may not have known.  

I’m hoping that Steve’s article will be the first of many 

for this newsletter.  You don’t need to be a literary ex-

pert, just put some words down, include some pictures 

and I’ll do my best to make it presentable. 

Many of us have interesting stories to tell, both in Vi-

etnam and outside of Vietnam.  I am looking forward to 

hearing from you and lets give you your 15 minutes of 

fame.  I know I’m interested in your story.  Please con-

tact me, Andy Anderson at-

drafing_teacher@hotmail.com and let’s get together. 



Vietnam Veterans of 

America—Chapter 196 

Lynchburg , Virginia Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter 196 
      439 Westview Circle  

      Lynchburg, VA, 24504 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

