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"I thought to myself, 'Join the army!' 

It's free. So I figured while I'm here I'll 

lose a few pounds." 

--John Candy, from Stripes 

 

This is not a jungle war, but a strug-

gle for freedom on 

every front of human activity. 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 1964 

 

 

"Discipline is the soul of an army." 

George Washington 

 

"Front toward enemy" 

- Extremely brief and practical advice on an M18 

claymore mine 

 

 

"I'd learned a lot in the Army. I knew 

that above all things in the world I 

had to become so big, so strong that 

people and their hatred could never 

touch me." 

Sammy Davis, Jr. 

 

"Hooah!" 

- Pretty much the entire U.S. Army. 

 

"The sergeant is the Army." 
-- Dwight D. Eisenhower  

 

“Vietnam appears determined to 

expel virtually all the members of its 

ethnic Chinese minority.” - "Hanoi Re-

gime Resolved to Oust Nearly All Ethnic Chinese"  

 

“If every soldier kills 25 Vietnamese], 

we will need only 2 million troops to 

crush the 50 million Vietnamese; 

and we still would have 6 million 

people left.”  
Khmer Rouge broadcast (Stephen J. Morris, Why 

Vietnam Invaded Cambodia [Stanford University 

Press, 1999])  

 

“In the new Kampuchea, one million 

is all we need to continue the revolu-

tion. We don’t need the rest. We 

prefer to kill ten friends rather than 

keep one enemy alive.” 
 Khmer Rouge slogan (Pin Yathay, Stay Alive, My 

Son [Touchstone, 1987], p. 148)  

 

  
We should declare war on North 

Vietnam. . . .We could pave 

the whole country and put parking 

stripes on it, and still be 

home by Christmas. 
Ronald Reagan, 1965 
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    To the members 

and associates of 

Chapter 196 

    Freddie, Jim and I 

just returned from the 

State Council meeting 

held in Culpeper. At 

present we have two 

people who will be 

running for an at large 

director for National. 

More will be reported 

after the September 

State Council when 

we will get our act to-

gether. 

    I will have copies of 

“The Wall” 25th anni-

versary commemora-

tive which I will pass 

out at our July meet-

ing. This will be on a 

first come first serve. I 

am sure you would 

like to have a copy. 

They have been avail-

able for some time, 

but you had to go the 

National headquar-

ters to obtain a copy. 

The book is 108 pag-

es and I am glancing 

at it while writing this 

column. 

    With summer in full 

swing, don’t forget 

you will receive a 

newsletter each 

month and we will 

hold our meetings 

each month. Presently 

the meetings are 

short, as there is not 

a lot to report. But 

never the less, come 

on out and be a part 

as this is your chap-

ter. 

   Next meeting is on 

the 13th at 7:00 pm. 

Hope to see you 

there! 

    Keeping you in-

formed, 

D

avid Stokes, President 
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Minutes for June 8, 2020 Membership Meeting 

Chapter President David Stokes called 

the meeting to order at 7:00PM followed 

by The Pledge of Allegiance, Prayer and 

draping of the POW/MIA banner. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MEMBERSHIP VVA-206 members AVVA-

29 

 

FINANCIAL Report was given by Financial 

Secretary. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

The Memorial Day service was held at 

Monument with a good turnout. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The American Legion will have a cookout 

from 1:00 until 3:30 PM on July 4. 

A Huey is to come to the Monument Ter-

race this Friday June 11. 

 

A bean dinner fundraiser for the chapter 

is to be held at the American Legion hall 

on Oct 30. 

 

Valor Farms near Altavista is continuing 

to ask for volunteers to assist in construc-

tion of the cottages. 

 

George Kolar reported that the Lynchburg 

Hillcats will give free admission to veter-

ans. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Robert Crowder, Secretary VVA Chapter 

196 

This is really sobering. 

First click on a state.  When it opens, scroll down to the city where you went to high school 

and look at the names. 

Click on the name and it will give details of the person's death, a picture or at least their bio 

and medals. 

This really is an amazing web site. Someone spent a lot of time and effort to create it.  I hope 

that everyone who looks at this appreciates what those who served in Vietnam sacrificed for 

our country. 
  

http://www.virtualwall.org 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.virtualwall.org%2FiStates.htm&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb3a2d0b8c99649f836b008d9314469b4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637594992159178698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
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The Battle of Khe Sanh: January 

21 to April 12, 1968 

    Every year at about this time, 

my mind goes back to Khe Sanh, 

a place where I spent a long mo-

ment of time in my life now 52 

years in the past. For 77 days, the 

base at Khe Sanh was surround-

ed and sieged by an estimated 

20,000 to 40,000 North Vietnam-

ese Army forces (NVA). There 

were 6,000 of us Marines and 

Navy Corpsmen and doctors, a 

handful of Navy Seabees, and a 

few Air Force air traffic controllers 

and a unit of allied troops from 

the Army of the Republic of Vi-

etnam (ARVN). 

    This short video will give those 

who know little or nothing about 

this battle a good sense of what it 

was like over those 77 days. 

 

Photo: Dan Doyle 

    My unit at Khe Sanh, Bravo Co., 

3rd Recon Bn., 3rd Mar. Div., had 

110 men in it at the beginning of 

the siege. By the end of the siege, 

we had suffered 19 killed in ac-

tion (KIA) and 49 wounded in ac-

tion (WIA), who were evacuated 

from the base, leaving 42 of us 

still standing when the siege was 

lifted. 

 

Photo: YouTube/AP Archive 

    The reinforced 26th Marine 

Regiment was the major contin-

gent on the base with their infan-

try and artillery units. They guard-

ed the perimeters and fought off 

at least 5 battalion sized attacks 

from the NVA during those 77 

days. They fought with a fierce 

determination that never abated. 

They were men of uncommon val-

or. 

 

Photo: YouTube/AP Archive 

    As you will see in this video, the 

combined power of Air Force, Na-

vy and Marine Corps pilots kept 

the NVA under constant pressure 

during those days with various 

kinds of bombing missions. More 

importantly, they kept us supplied 

with food, ammunition, water, and 

medical supplies as well. 

    Each year I feel it is my duty, as 

one of those who survived the 

siege at Khe Sanh, to remember 

those who fought so hard and so 

well there. I especially remember  

 

Photo: YouTube/AP Archive 

the 19 brothers from Bravo, 3rd 

Recon who fell there in their 

youth. They are our heroes. We 

remember them as they were 

then. We say to them now, “Rest 

in Peace. Be at ease. We have the 

watch.” 

 

Photo: YouTube/AP Archive 

    To those of us who came home, 

we who remain Fratres Aeterni, 

who gather together each year, in 

a few less numbers each year, I 

say, “Semper Fi! OooRah!” 

    The Veterans Site honors all 

who served and fought during the 

Vietnam War. We will never for-

get. 

As A Survivor Of The Siege At Khe Sanh, I Feel It’s My Duty 

To Honor Those Who Fought There   

 

 

  

As A Survivor Of The Siege At Khe Sanh, I Feel It’s My Duty To Honor Those Who Fought 

There  T H E  V E T E R A N  S I T E . C O M     B Y  D A N  D O Y L E  



Vol 11  Issue 5 Page 5 

    James A. Williams served in the United 

States Army during the Vietnam 

War.  James was born March 29, 1932 in 

Patterson, New Jersey.  As a child he lived 

25 miles from the U.S. Army Academy at 

West Point, New York and he would visit 

often.  During WWII, James, at the age of 

11 was an airplane spotter for the Aircraft 

Corps.  

 

    In 1950 James became a Cadet at the 

West Point Army Academy fulfilling a child-

hood dream. He was very proud to be a 

Cadet. As a senior, his team won second in 

Collegiate Water Polo.  James graduated 

with a Bachelor in Science in Engineer-

ing.  Later in life, he would complete his 

Masters in Latin American Studies. 

 

    Upon graduation, James went to Fort 

Bliss to the Anti-aircraft School.  His first 

assignment was in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania.  As a 2nd Lieutenant, he was the 

Battery Commander. During this period, he 

would learn from his Non Commissioned 

Officer’s about their jobs. He also learned 

to put trust in “your” people and learned 

about Mission Orders.  Those lessons 

stayed with James for his entire career. 

 

    In 1956 James tried out for the USA 

Olympic Basketball Team; he was assigned 

to Fort Meade, Maryland. He played on the 

2nd Army team for one season until an inju-

ry ended his basketball career.  James 

then attended Army Counter Intelligence 

training at Ft. Holabird, Maryland.  James 

reported to the U.S. Army Intelligence Com-

mand in Panama where he would observe 

and report on activities at the Panama 

Canal.  

    During the time of 1958 to 1960, James 

used his Spanish language skills in Puerto 

Rico in Intelligence collection concerning 

the ports, harbors, and reports of Russia in 

Cuba. 

    James had a three-year tour in Venezue-

la as the Army Attaché.  James would go 

from South America to Vietnam. He was 

promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and as-

signed as a Commander of a Battalion 

which resulted in a one-year tour in Intelli-

gence and Counter Intelligence mis-

sions.  James would take flights in light 

observation planes.  

    After Vietnam, James next tour would 

take him to the Army Staff in the Pentagon 

for one year overseeing the Mediterranean 

countries and policies. 

    James attended the National War Col-

lege.  He was then selected as Director of 

Political Affairs for Latin America in the 

Department of State.  It would be a 2 year 

tour. 

 

    James was promoted to the rank of Colo-

nel and was assigned to the Army Chief 

Counter Intelligence in the Pentagon.   

 

    In 1977 James would be promoted to 

Brigadier General and his next assignment 

was the National Defense Agency.  He was 

later the Director of the Defense Intelli-

gence Agency and promoted to Lieutenant 

General. 

 

    James retired at age 53 years old.  Lt. 

General Williams felt that was the worst 

day of his life after 31 years of military 

service to the United States of America. 

“The military is a public service and very 

gratifying. Leadership lesson is always to 

tell the truth and have faith in your peo-

ple.” 

Couldn’t have done his career without his 

wife, with her Spanish language skills and 

support. 

Thank you James for your service to the 

United States of America.  

 

 

 James Williams  Vietnam War 

Last month, June 12th, was 

Women’s Veterans Day.  I just 

found out that the U.S. Post Of-

fice is going to issue a stamp 

dedicated to women in the mili-

tary service. 
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

