
Vietnam Veterans of America “Stanley E. Taylor” Chapter 196 

Lynchburg, Virginia 

 

 

November 9, 2021, 7:00 PM, 

Monthly  VVA Meeting 

November 9, 2021, 7:00 PM, 

Monthly AVVA Meeting 

November 10, 2021 

U.S. Marine Corps Birthday 

 

November 11, 2021 

Veterans Day 

 

 

November  1, 2021 Vol 12  Issue 9 

Inside this Edition 

Upcoming Events  

President’s Comments  

“The LisTening PosT”  

Poem 

 

 

President’s Comments                 1 

 

August Minutes   2  

 

Happy Veterans Day   2                     

                  

Happy Birthday  

US Marine Corps   2 

 

Part 2 Steve Bozeman’s Purple 

Heart Story  3 

 

Gary Witt   4 

 

Great Clips Free Haircuts          5 

 

 

 

 

 

    To the members and 

associates of Chapter 

196 

 

   By the time you re-

ceive this newsletter, all 

five officers will be at 

the VVA National Con-

vention in Greensboro, 

NC. This is an all im-

portant session, as the 

future of our organiza-

tion will be determined. 

All of us will be report-

ing at our next meeting. 

Veteran's Day is coming 

up and I hope you are 

planning to attend one 

of the many programs 

wherever you live. Vet-

eran's Day is “our day.” 

It is a day for us to 

stand proud and let 

everyone know we sac-

rificed a lot to keep this 

country safe. So guys 

and gals, thank you for 

your service. 

 

    At the November 

meeting we will discuss 

about having our Christ-

mas dinner and plan 

accordingly. 

 

    We are scheduled for 

the Salvation Army's 

bell ringing at the 

Wards Road Wal-Mart 

(main entrance) on No-

vember 27th from 9:00 

am until 7:00 pm. I tried 

to get us a day in De-

cember but they were 

all booked. I know this 

is Thanksgiving week-

end but I am confident 

we will get enough vol-

unteers to man the ket-

tle. 

 

    Be sure and take ad-

vantage of the free 

meals that are offered 

to us. It is the one way 

the community says 

“Thank you for your ser-

vice.” 

 

    Meeting will be on 

November 9 at 7:00. 

Hope to see you there. 

 

    Keeping you in-

formed, 

David Stokes, President 
 

v 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vol 12  Issue 9 Page 2 

 
 

 

Minutes for October 12, 2021 Membership Meeting 

    Chapter President David 

Stokes called the meeting to 

order at 7:00PM followed 

by The Pledge of Alle-

giance, Prayer and draping of 

the POW/MIA banner.  

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

     
 MEMBERSHIP   VVA-

208 members    AVVA-

31 members 

  

 FINANCIAL   Report was given 

by Financial Secretary.  

  

CHAPLAINS REPORT David 

reported on the service for 

Joe Jacobs who passed 

away.  

  

OLD BUSINESS  

  

    David reported on State 

Council meeting held last 

month.   

Heath Lee will probably be 

asked to come to Lynchburg 

in April. All Veterans organiza-

tions will be in attendance as 

well as the public being 

asked to attend.  

 

    A bean dinner is still on for 

October 30 from 4-7 PM at 

the American Legion.  

 

    VVA National will be held 

in Greensboro, NC next 

month. David reported on the 

resolutions to be considered.  

   

NEW BUSINESS  

  

    Lynchburg Parks & Recrea-

tion will be doing a Veterans 

Appreciation drive-thru lunch 

at Miller Park on Nov 13 from 

11 AM till 1 PM.  

    A Veterans Day service will 

be held at Monument Terrace 

on Veterans Day at 10:30 AM 

and Valor Farms will be hav-

ing on at 3:00 PM with Ben 

Carson as the featured 

speaker.  

   

Meeting adjourned at 7:45.  

   

Respectfully submitted  

  

Robert Crowder, Secretary 

VVA Chapter 196  

On Tuesday nights AT 9:00 pm, PBS (Public Broadcast Service) is broadcasting a 

series of interest to all veterans.  The series is called “AMERICAN VETERAN”.  I 

watched the first episode entitled “The Crossing” on October, 26th, which was 

about various men and women joining one of the five military services and their 

boot camp experiences.  There are four episodes in this series.  I toughly enjoyed 

the first episode and look forward to the next ones.  Try watching these, you will 

not be disappointed. 

Andy Anderson, newsletter editor  
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Part two of Bozeman’s second Purple Heart (Dong Ha bombing of September 3, 1967)  

    After I was wounded at Dong Ha 

and medi-evac out to the Navy Hospital 

Ship, USS Repose, just off the DMZ coast, 

I was so happy to be alive and was enjoy-

ing my new surroundings that had great 

chow and beautiful Navy Nurses on 

board.  I had nothing but the pale 

blue pajamas they gave me to wear on 

board ship.  Few days later I and other 

wounded Marines were lined up and a 

Marine General presented us our Purple 

Hearts.  He winked at me and asked what 

I thought of the pretty Navy Nurses and I 

quickly smiled and said “they are a sight 

to behold Sir,” which made him smile as 

well.  

    

    Few days later a Corpsman gave me 

enough money to buy a pack of Winston 

cigarettes and a new lighter with the USS 

Repose emblem on it.  I was able to go up 

on deck with other wounded Marines to 

take a smoke break and enjoy the beauti-

ful views of the rolling ocean and see the 

coast line of Vietnam as we sailed 

down south to Da Nang where after a 

week on board rehabilitating many Ma-

rines were released at the Da Nang dock 

and then find their way back to their unit.  

  

    Just as we docked, we lined up to get 

issued utilities, socks, boots, etc. from 

supply.  When I got up to get my clothes, 

the Navy supply clerk gave me “old, worn 

trousers and blouse” that another wound-

ed Marine discarded when he came 

aboard, but they were washed and 

cleaned!  Then he asked what size boots 

and reached into a large bin of 

worn out boots that again came off a 

wounded Marine, but they were well bro-

ken in and comfortable.    

  

    My helicopter squadron was pretty 

much wiped out after the enemy shelling 

at Dong Ha and our own ammo and fuel 

dump causing more damaged.  A day later 

Marines from my squadron searched 

through all the burned and flat-

ten hooches of the enlisted men to find 

anything salvageable.  The squadron was 

relocated back to Marble Mountain Ma-

rine Air Facility to reorganize and 

“borrowed” other UH-

34 helicopters  from other squadrons to 

get back to almost full capacity of 24 heli-

copters.  

  

    I reported in and assigned a cot in a 

tent out by the beach.  Our Gunny came 

by and handed me what they found in my 

hooch that belonged to me.  It was my 

Zippo lighter with my name on it, one dog 

tag, a ring and P-38 can opener, which 

was all in one small area where I slept in 

Dong Ha.  They were all “blacken” from 

the fire and still had that smoky 

smell.  But, to me they were now my 

prize belonging ,  which I still have to this 

day as a memory of that horrible day that I 

survived.  

 

     Now I had two lighters, but only one 

worked, which I used for the remaining 

Vietnam tour as I kept on smoking when I 

came back a year later in 1968 for anoth-

er 13 month tour in Vietnam.   My son 

Shane was born on April 25, 1969 while I 

was still at Chu Lai, Vietnam and I remem-

ber how happy I was when I got the news 

from the Red Cross.  That evening I got my 

fifth of whiskey and sit out on the bunker 

lighting up a cigarette and being a proud 

dad and sharing the bottle with other Ma-

rines.  Two months later I quit smoking 

cold turkey after reading the warning on 

my Winston cigarette pack that “smoking 

can be dangerous to your health and 

cause cancer” and I wanted to stay alive 

to see my son grow up if I made it out 

of Vietnam .  

  

    After my Honorable Discharge I sent my 

burned Zippo lighter to the factory explain-

ing what happen and hope they could 

refurbish it.  Even though I quit smoking I 

now wanted this as a memento of what 

survived Vietnam.  On front of my lighter 

was a gold USMC emblem, which melted 

and rolled up to the top left and burned a 

hole in the steel.  Zippo plugged up both 

holes, shined it up, refurb the inside and 

sent it back with no charge.  I got it to 

work again, but never used it to 

smoke.  The blacken dog tag has been 

around my neck now for over 40 years as I 

wear it as my “lucky charm” and it still has 

some areas black.  

    I know most of you in VVA Chapter 196 

smoked at one time or another and had a 

Zippo lighter.  It would be interesting of us 

to display our Zippos at a meeting soon 

and share stories about it that our news-

letter editor, Andy Anderson, could do a 

follow up story.  

 
[This is the type of story I would like to see more 

of for future newsletters.  Not all of us got 

wounded, awarded medals or were heroic, but 

we all have interesting stories of our military 

service.  Please think about this and provide a 

few lines for me to do an article.  I can be con-

tacted at drafting_teacher@hotmail.com.  Thank 

You.  Andy Anderson, VVA 196 Newsletter Edi-

tor] 
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    Gary Witt.  That was the very 

first name given to me by Ste-

ve Bozeman as “someone who 

would be great to interview”.     

 

    I’d never met Gary, but I 

knew the name and the face, 

having seen his many live 

Face Book posts, videoed at 

the Monument Terrace Troops 

Rallies.   So I sought out Gary 

Witt and introduced myself.    

Gary was drafted by the Army, 

but on the day of physicals, a 

Marine was there asking for 

volunteers, so without hesita-

tion, he joined the United 

States Marine Corps instead.  

He spent two years in the Ma-

rines.  And he received two 

Purple Hearts.  He was in the 

Corps during Vietnam, and 

was part of Golf Company, 

2nd Btn, 4th Marines.  Their 

nickname was the Magnificent 

Bastards, and they performed 

recon missions into the 

DMZ.  Gary himself was point 

man for the company, looking 

for booby traps.  He shared 

with me that he once stum-

bled across a bunker where 

the enemy was hid-

ing.  He radioed back, request-

ing permission to fire.  But he 

was denied, told that he could 

only fire once fired upon.  

In an understated way, he qui-

etly said, “Yeah, that was not a 

great situation to be 

in.”  Fortunately, he 

was ultimately able to take the 

enemy captive without firing a 

shot.   

    

    Another instance he shared 

was a time where his unit was 

assigned to take a hill.  And 

they were also told to be pre-

pared to die on it.  In fact, that 

night, everyone wrote letters 

home, thinking it might be the 

last time that loved ones 

would hear from them.  In ad-

dition to letter-

writing, Gary also prayed, 

promising that he would al-

ways find a way to “do his 

part”, if he survived that hill.    

He did, and so now he tries 

to “live his best life for the 

Lord.”  

     

    He takes pictures and vide-

os at the Troops Ral-

lies because “it's important to 

document such a significant 

movement in history.  It’s al-

so encouragement for oth-

er Veterans across the country 

to do the same.”  He was right, 

because now many other lo-

calities are holding troops ral-

lies, too.    

 

    Gary is the Commander of 

the local Purple Heart Associa-

tion, for which he is also in-

volved at the State and Na-

tional levels.  He has spent 

time laying wreaths in Wash-

ington, D.C. at the Vietnam 

Wall and the World War II Me-

morial.    

 

    Wanting to bring even more 

recognition to Veterans, 

he asked the City of Lynchburg 

to become an offi-

cial Purple Heart City.  He mus

t have been pretty convincing, 

because not only did they 

agree, but they also chal-

lenged him to get the sur-

rounding counties to agree to 

it as well so that the whole ar-

ea could be a Purple Heart 

Community.  Gary made that 

happen.     

 

    When I asked Gary why it’s 

so important for him to come 

to the Monument Terrace 

Troops Rally, he simply stated, 

“God has been good to me 

and I love helping Veterans".    

   Gary Witt A Story by by Jami Womack  
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

