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Vietnam was what we had in-

stead of happy childhoods. 
MICHAEL HERR, "Colleagues", Dispatches 

 

The Vietnam War required us to 

emphasize the national interest 

rather than abstract principles. 
HENRY KISSINGER, Wall Street Journal, 

March 11, 1985 

 

With 450,000 U.S. troops now in 

Vietnam, it is time that Congress 

decided whether or not to de-

clare a state of war exists with 

North Vietnam. Previous con-

gressional resolutions of support 

provide only limited authority. 

Although Congress may decide 

that the previously approved 

resolution on Vietnam given 

President Johnson is sufficient, 

the issue of a declaration of war 

should at least be put before the 

Congress for decision. 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, The Washing-

ton Post, July 22, 1967 

 

Big John's son Little John did 

badly in high school, and the 

police caught him selling dope. 

So he joined the Army while the 

Vietnam War was going on. And 

the first time he came home in 

uniform, I never saw Big John so 

happy, because it looked to him 

as though Little John was all 

straightened out and would 

amount to something. But then 

Little John came home in a body 

bag. 
KURT VONNEGUT, Bluebeard 

 

During the day on Monday, 

Washington time, the airport at 

Saigon came under persistent 

rocket as well as artillery fire and 

was effectively closed. The mili-

tary situation in the area deterio-

rated rapidly. I therefore ordered 

the evacuation of all American 

personnel remaining in South 

Vietnam. 
GERALD FORD, statement announcing 

the evacuation of U.S. personnel from the 

Republic of Vietnam, April 29, 1975 
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Minutes for September 14, 2021 Membership Meeting 

    President David Stokes 

called the meeting to order 

at 7:00PM followed by The 

Pledge of Allegiance, pray-

er and draping of the POW/

MIA banner.  

    COMMITTEE REPORTS  

MEMBERSHIP: VVA-208 

members AVVA-31 mem-

bers  

FINANCIAL: Report was giv-

en by Financial Secretary.  

CHAPLAINS REPORT: Chap-

lain Will Strong reported on 

a number of members. He 

also requested from those 

attending to give him 

names of anyone who may 

need some help.  

OLD BUSINESS: A report 

was given on Freedom Fest 

in Buchanan. Volunteers 

still needed for the next 

two weekends. Quilts of 

Valor ceremony was held 

on August 15 with Jim 

Fishel and Jim Poleski be-

ing presented with quilts. 

Fields of Honor held a 

9/11 ceremony.  A bean 

dinner/fundraiser will be 

held on Oct 30 from 4-7 at 

the American Legion on 

Greenview Drive.  

NEW BUSINESS: Chapter 

President David Stokes 

notified those in attend-

ance that Heath Lee, who 

wrote Wives of MIAs, may 

speak to the Chapter in the 

future. On Thursday Sept 

16th from 9 AM till 1 PM 

Service Officers will be at 

Post 16 to assist veterans 

in filing claims.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:45.  

Respectfully submitted 

Robert Crowder, Secretary 

VVA Chapter 196 

 

 

   The Vietnam Veterans of America Lynchburg Chapter 196 is having a fundraiser this year.  The fund-

raiser is a bean supper.  Everyone is encouraged to bring their favorite bean dish to share,  The date is 

October 30th from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the American Legion Post 16.  This bean supper is open to 

the public and donations will gladly be accepted.  For more information, Contact George Kolar,  VVA 

196 Director. 

      

 

BEAN Supper October 30th 
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Beating the Vietnam skies our Huey’s are a sight  

With skilled crews so young and ever so bright  

Carry out all duties with duty honor and delight  

The pilots most just out of school take flight  

200 hours just prepares them for the Vietnam rite  

Tall in the pilots seat flying off run way laterite  

Then suddenly setting short when the bullets bite  

Fast learning to cope with combat assault plight  

He studies the AC for his teachings and insight  

The Aircraft Commander is expert and right  

Leading his crew with the skill for any fight  

The Crew chief is a Huey mechanical delight  

Caring for his ship morning noon and night  

Gunner is a special crewman added to the flight  

A expert on the M60, smelling of oil and cordite  

Helping the crew he takes on without fright  

The crew teamwork and respect is their might  

Both Guns or Slicks their morale is a highlight  

Covering the Infantry is a top priority all right  

From pick up to the LZ Guns cover us with might  

They seek out trouble and fire on any enemy site  

Keeping the Infantry and slicks all in their sight  

Brave crewmembers many a medal to write  

The tough Huey helicopters we rode all right  

Hits and strike damage she took day and night  

Stayed in the air brought us home every night  

Ground support fixed them up and back to flight  

Company was teamwork all slicks and gun might  

While watching our backs and the Infantry sites  

The KIA Crewmembers lives we like to rewrite  

All 39 brave souls we Vets think of each night  

The Washington Wall has their names all right  

Shattered lives and bodies we all feel your plight  

All Crewman rest in piece is their war given rite  

Copperheads and Vultures I mostly do write  

For serving with them was my greatest delight  

HUEY Crewman Bill Rettenmund, CE 162 AHC  
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If you go to Monument Terrace on 

Fridays, have you seen this guy? 

  

    I honestly could've stood and 

talked to Len Glaser all day. If it 

weren't for the fact that it was 

that same hot August afternoon 

on which I met David Stokes, and 

if I weren't sweating profusely, I 

just might have done that. As it 

was, in the hour I spent at Monu-

ment Terrace, probably half of 

that time was spent chatting with 

Len, so I learned a lot about him. 

 

    Len Glaser joined the United 

States Navy. However, his original 

plan was actually to join the Ma-

rine Corps. He told me that he 

and some buddies went to the 

recruiting office to sign on the dot-

ted line, planning to surely be Par-

ris Island bound. But the office 

was empty. After a few minutes of 

waiting around, they decided to 

leave, and on their way out, the 

Navy recruiter spotted them, and 

invited them into his office. The 

rest, as they say, is history. 

 

    But, let me back up a little. 

When I asked him why he wanted 

to join any branch of service, he 

proudly told me about his father, 

a D-Day Veteran who not only 

fought in Normandy but at the 

Siege of Bastogne as well. His fa-

ther had instilled in him a sense 

of duty and pride in country that 

never went away. It made Len 

want to serve, which he did, for a 

3-year tour with the Navy. He 

spent much of that time stationed 

at Long Beach Naval Shipyard, 

where he served nearly the entire 

three years in a ship off the Cali-

fornia coast. 

 

    Upon leaving the Navy, he re-

turned home to Suffolk County, 

NY where he then worked for the 

next 24 years with the police 

force as highway patrol. Again, 

there's that pride in service and 

sense of duty. It emanates from 

him. 

 

    When it came time for him to 

retire, Len was ready to move 

south. New Bern, NC was his plan, 

but, luckily for the good folks of 

Lynchburg, he never set foot in 

New Bern. Instead, he got drawn 

in by the beautiful Central Virginia 

countryside. He purchased a 

home on some land, and moved 

here within two weeks of his last 

day of work. And what did he do 

when he got here? 

 

    He looked for ways to partici-

pate in Veterans events. As soon 

as the Monument Terrace Troops 

Rally began, he was involved, and 

has attended faithfully since the 

beginning. 

     I was a little surprised that 

someone who never spent a day 

in Lynchburg prior to retirement 

would be interested in investing 

every single Friday afternoon in 

downtown. When I asked him 

about it, I have to say, I love his 

answer. Len said that he appreci-

ates and enjoys the camaraderie 

of joining other Veterans and Vet-

eran supporters each week. That 

it's important to show younger 

Veterans and current active duty 

Military personnel that they have 

our country's support, as opposed 

to how many people felt about the 

military during the Vietnam War 

era in which he served. Len said 

he never wants any of these 

young guys to feel the way he was 

made to feel. 

 

    I also asked him, as sweat 

rolled down my back, if he minded 

coming out when it was hot, or 

raining, or freezing cold. He said 

he never minds the weather be-

cause after being in the service, a 

little heat or cold was no big deal. 

The cause was too important to 

let the weather get in the way.  

Then he smiled at me, as if he 

were having the time of his life 

just being a part of the Troops 

Rally. 

 

    And I think he is. 

 

Len Glasser, A Monument Terrace Regular by Steve Bozeman 
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    Sept. 3, 1967 was when I got 

my second Purple Heart.  This 

was when the NVA rocketed Dong 

Ha (8 miles from DMZ) real good 

and hit an ammo and fuel dump 

that supplied all the Marine for-

ward outposts in the area.  At-

tached is photo taken by a Nam 

vet that lives in town  The smoke 

was about 3 kilometers 

away .  My friend just sent it to me 

last month. The other one is arial 

view and "orange ball" were taken 

that  for decades.  

  

    Our hooches were next to the 

ammo dump and all were flat-

tened and burned.  The first bun-

ker I jumped in that morning with 

two other Marines was only three 

feet deep.  A rocket landed near-

by and collapsed the sandbags on 

top of us and I thought I was dead 

right then.  When I opened my 

eyes, I could see light at one 

opening and crawled out and ran 

to another bunker and dived in 

and landed on Marines standing 

up.  That one had about 8 Ma-

rines in it and within 15 minutes 

the smoke from the wood and 

sandbags on fire was smothering 

us so we had to jump out and run 

to another bunker.  

  

    I was the last one out and had 

to jump through a blazing wall of 

fire, which caught my shirt on fire 

and I hit the ground and rolled 

and ripped my shirt off.  Got 

burned on my back and arm. I 

stayed in the third bunker for half 

an hour and then ran to get medi-

cal treatment.  Then I was medi-

evaced out to a Navy 

hospital ship for better 

treatment.   

 

    A week later I was 

back to my helicopter 

squadron to fly gunner 

for another month be-

fore rotating to next duty 

station.  As you know I 

signed back up for Nam 

after the Tet 

Offensive to 

get back in 

the 

fight.  Crazy 

Marine. 

Semper Fi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVE BOZEMAN’S SECOND PURPLE HEART.  
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This article will appear in a future 

magazine.  This article is really 

about the 20th anniversary of 

911 at Monument Terrace. 

 

They remembered.  

 

    The hundreds gathered on a 

sun-splashed, blue-sky, late-

summer Friday in downtown 

Lynchburg had not forgotten. They 

remembered the nearly 

3,000 who perished 20 years be-

fore at the World Trade Center, 

the Pentagon and in a Pennsylva-

nia field. They remembered the 

thousands who were injured, 

the airplane passengers who sac-

rificed their lives to save others, 

the firefighters and police offic-

ers, all the emergency respond-

ers and the military members who 

have fought the War on Terror 

since Sept. 11, 2001. “9-11-

01. Never forget!” read the ban-

ner.  

 

    “The sign behind me says it 

all,” Steve Bozeman, a United 

States Marine who served 

in Vietnam and received two Pur-

ple Hearts, said about 

the banner hanging at the base 

of Monument Terrace on Church 

Street in Lynchburg on Sept. 10, 

2021.  

 

    The noontime ceremony took 

place at the same spot where 

Lynchburg area veterans and sup-

porters have met for more than 

1,000 consecutive Fridays to 

show support for the men and 

women serving in America’s 

armed forces, at home and 

abroad. The Sept. 

10 gathering marked the 

1,032nd Friday for the Monument 

Terrace Troop Rally.  

 

    “That is indicative of the Ameri-

can spirit,” Lynchburg City Manag-

er Wynter Benda, one of several 

speakers at the an-

nivesary commemoration, said 

about the consecutive troop ral-

lies. “When we as Americans 

come together, nothing is impos-

sible.”  

 

    With traffic blocked by area fire 

trucks, some in the crowd this fall-

like Friday sat in folding chairs in 

the middle of the street, while 

others stood in a circle around 

them. They saluted the flag. They 

put their right hands across their 

hearts. They sang the national 

anthem.  

 

    Another speaker, Lynchburg 

Mayor Mary Jane Dolan, said the 

horrific events on Sept. 11, 

2001, “changed our country and 

strengthened our resolve. … Our 

lesson is to never forget, and let 

us continue to move forward as 

Americans, in the spirit of service, 

kindness and unity.”   
 

    The hour-long service also fea-

tured the presentation, posting 

and retrieval of colors by the 

Lynchburg Police Department 

Honor Guard, taps and 

a closing rendition of “Amazing 

Grace” by the Lynchburg Fire De-

partment Bagpipers.  

 

    “Go in peace, fear no evil and 

God bless America,” retired 

Lynchburg Police Department 

Chief Charles Bennett said as 

he closed the ceremony.  

 

    Troop rallies 

  

    Something that followed 9/11 

led to the start of the Monument 

Terrace rallies for American 

troops. The first one was held 

Nov. 30, 2001, in response to an-

other rally opposing military ac-

tion in Afghanistan. As part of 

the War on Terror, America had 

gone into Afghanistan 

to defeat the terrorists responsi-

ble for the four attacks on 9/11. 

Bozeman, who described himself 

as a “catalyst” for the rallies, 

joined with local radio personality 

Mari White for the first 

event, which attracted about 80 

people. He said a typical crowd 

runs 50-70. First-timers get a 

challenge coin to commemorate 

their visit.   

 

    The participants have not 

missed a Friday, despite disagree-

able weather and even when 

Christmas has been on Friday.  

 

    “That is on purpose. It shows 

the resolve we have to stick to our 

mission,” Bozeman said after the 

9/11 service.  

Continued on Page 7 

Monument Terrace article – - (9/11 20th Anniversary) Mark Thomas of Southside Electric Cooperative  
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  Continued from Page 6 

 

  That mission is to show support 

for those serving in America’s mil-

itary. Like never forgetting what 

happened on 9/11, Bozeman and 

the other rallygoers do not 

want Americans to for-

get the ones still wearing 

the country’s uniforms, 

their bravery and the sacrific-

es they and their families are 

making.  

 

    “These people today are really 

stepping up to carry the ball,” said 

United States Army veteran Jona-

than Heusinger, referring to 

the nation’s all-volunteer mili-

tary members. “I do feel very 

strong and thankful for the people 

who are putting on the uni-

form today.”   Heusinger, who is a 

Southside Electric Cooperative 

member in Campbell County, said 

he tries to be at the rally every 

Friday. Heusinger has been going 

about 15 years after learning 

about the weekly event through 

his work in the American Legion.  

 

    Joel Kramar, from Forest in 

Bedford County, 

said the political and religious be-

liefs of those attending do 

not matter.  “It is just sup-

port for the troops,” said Kramar, 

who flew 324 combat mis-

sions for the United States Na-

vy in Vietnam.   A past SEC mem-

ber, Kramar, like many others at 

the 9/11 event, was wearing a 

red T-shirt recognizing the 

1,000th consecutive Monument 

Terrace Troop Rally, which 

was on Jan. 29, 2021. Red was 

no accident.  

 

    Bozeman said RED stands for 

“Remember everyone deployed. 

That’s why you see so many red 

shirts down here.”  

 

    Bozeman said the weekly gath-

erings at the World War I Dough-

boy statue include the national 

anthem, prayer, some special mil-

itary observanc-

es, occasional remarks by politi-

cal leaders and updates about 

what groups in the area, like the 

Lynchburg Area Veterans Council, 

are planning for veter-

ans. Bozeman said those attend-

ing sometimes “pass the hat” to 

raise money for a veteran in 

need. Motorists traveling Church 

and Ninth streets are encouraged 

to “Honk if U support troops.” The 

rallies, which are coordinated by 

Bozeman and a team of other vet-

erans, run from noon to 1 

p.m. They are open to anyone.  

 

    “Comradery and brotherhood” 

have kept them going for 20 

years, Bozeman said. As long 

as Americans are serving in the 

military, especially in harm’s way, 

the rallies will continue.  

 

    “We are going to be here,” Bo-

zeman said.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vietnam Veterans of 
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

