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President’s Comments

Vietnam Quotes

To the members
and associates of
Chapter 196, As | re-
ported in the last
months newsletter,
Chapter 81 in Roa-
noke is disbanding.
Last Thursday | met
with five of the offic-
ers. | came home with
a pickup truck full of
everything they had.

Our room in the
basement of the Le-
gion is crammed full. |
will ask at the next
Legion board meeting
if we can use the
large room at the far
end in the basement.

Some of the

items we can use at
the State Council and
some will be discard-
ed.

We may be picking up
possibly 40 members
as soon as they fill out
the transfer forms.
This will help our
chapter grow and they
will be added to our
newsletter list.

That's all for now, and
remember you voted
not to meet during the
summer months.

See you in Septem-
ber.

Keeping you in-
formed,

David Stokes, Presi-
dent

6408.

If at anytime you or your family has a need for some veteran
spiritual needs or visitation, please don’t hesitate to contact our
chaplain, Will Strong, former Army Chaplain at 1 (760) 985-

No event in American history is more
misunderstood than the Vietnam
War. It was misreported then, and it
is misremembered now.

RICHARD NIXON, New York Times, March
28, 1985

Vietnam was a country where Ameri-
ca was trying to make people stop
being communists by dropping
things on them from airplanes.
KURT VONNEGUT, Breakfast of Champi-
ons

In World War One, they called it shell
shock. Second time around, they
called it battle fatigue. After 'Nam, it
was post-traumatic stress disorder.
JAN KARON, Home to Holly Springs

Numbers have dehumanized us.
Over breakfast coffee we read of
40,000 American dead in Vietnam.
Instead of vomiting, we reach for the
toast. Our morning rush through
crowded streets is not to cry murder
but to hit that trough before some-
body else gobbles our share.

DALTON TRUMBO, introduction, Johnny
Got His Gun

Although both popular imagination
and academic research on the Vi-
etnam War continue to flourish,
there is no consensus in sight. Only
the U.S. Civil War rivals the power of
the Vietham War to divide and in-
flame generations upon generations
of Americans.

ANDREAS W. DAUM, America, the Vi-
etnam War, and the World

The bastards have never been
bombed like they're going to be
bombed this time.

RICHARD NIXON, statement to White
House Chief of Staff H. R. Haldeman and
Attorney General John Mitchell, April 4,
1972

We are not about to send American
boys nine or ten thousand miles
away from home to do what Asian
boys ought to be doing for them-
selves.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON, speech at Akron
University, October 21, 1964

YALE MAGRASS, "Vietnam Was No
Mistake-It Was a War Crime"
LA Progressive, August 26, 2016
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May 12, 2026 Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM  June, July and August. State Council to be
by President David Stokes followed by Prayer held in Lynchburg June.
and draping of the POW/MIA flag.
New Business:
Committee Reports:
Scholarships were written to Allie Castillo,

Membership VVA-200 AVVA-45 Granddaughter of Roger Castillo and
to Elliott Davison, Grandson of Andy Ander-
Finance son. Chapter 196 received a check
The Financial Secretary read the financial from the VVA Chapter in Roanoke, as their
report. chapter has shut down. David reminded
those in attendance of Memorial Day activi-
Chaplain’s Report ties.

David reported that Will and his wife contin-
ue to have health problems. Will has asked  There being no further business, the meeting
about chapter members. adjourned at 8:00.

Old Business Respectfully Submitted.
Robert Crowder, Secretary VVA Chapter 196
There have been 5 chapter members who
have passed this year. David reminded those
present that there would be no meetings in

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

A}},Z!),Z!

PTSD AWARENESS DAY
JUNE 27

NOT ALL WOUNDS ARE VISIBLE

.

TOP 25 SONGS OF JUNE 1967

(BASED ON BILLBOARD'S HOT CHART)

. "Groovin™ - The Young Rascals
. "Respect” - Aretha Franklin
. "Release Me" - Engelbert Humperdinck
. "She’d Rather Be with Me" — The Turtles
5. "I Got Rhythm" — The Happenings
. "Alfie" — Dionne Warwick
7. "Him or Me — What's It Gonna Be?" - Paul Revere & The Raiders
. "Little Bit o’ Soul" — The Music Explosion
. "Let’s Live for Today" - The Grass Roots
""Windy" - The Association
"Somebody to Love" - Jefferson Airplane
"Creeque Alley" - The Mamas & The Papas
"Up-Up and Away" — The 5th Dimension
Sunday Will Never Be the Same" - Spanky & Our Gang
Come on Down to My Boat" - Every Mothers’ Son
Here Comes My Baby" — The Tremeloes
"Can’t Take My Eyes Off You" - Frankie Valli
."San Francisco" — Scott McKenzie
."Girl, You'll Be a Woman Soon" — Neil Diamond
."Don’t Sleep in the Subway" - Petula Clark
."A Whiter Shade of Pale" - Procol Harum
"Mirage" - Tommy James & The Shondells
3 It Out (Let It All Hang Out)" — The Hombres

t My Fire" — The Doors
""The Tracks of My Tears" - Johnny Rivers
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Clouds Parting Over Pleiku

By CW2 Bernardo S. Paez

One night we had an incident that seemed
directed by the hand of God.

One afternoon during the end of the Mon-
soon season, six "Blackjack" slicks, (A Co. 4th
Avn Bttn, 4th ID), were assembled at an air-
strip west of the Oasis fire base. | want to say
it was the Duc Co airstrip, but | can't remem-
ber. We were to insert a platoon sized force
some place in the mountains southwest of
Kontum. We sat to the side of the airstrip for
hours waiting for the orders to go. We had six
grunts sitting and waiting near and in our
aircraft. We started getting apprehensive be-
cause it started getting late and were losing
the light. Now that | think about it, we must
have been waiting for Gunship cover, because
we finally got the order to crank up and take
off without Gunships. | imagine we were sup-
posed to meet up with them near the LZ, |
can't see any other reason for doing what we
did. As far as that goes, | don't even remem-
ber any Command and Control aircraft going
with us either.

The flight finally reached a large valley as it
started getting dark. The Flight Leader di-
rected us into a single file formation as we
circled round and round above the large val-
ley. Our aircraft was the third in line. Before
we realized it, the clouds had built up all
around us and we were trapped in the valley. |
remember some one breaking radio silence to
ask the flight leader for a mission abort. We
waited for what seemed a long time, (but
surely it was only a few minutes), before we
got the word to abort the mission and that it
was up to every man to find his way back to

Camp Enari. By this time it had gotten dark,
but luckily there was close to a full moon light-
ing up the clouds and night sky.

We had climbed as far as we could while
circling inside the valley. | remember the flight
leader disappearing into the clouds followed
by the second in line about five seconds later.
We closed the helicopter doors and prepared
to go on instruments. | took a southeasterly
heading and went into the clouds on instru-
ments at a high rate of climb. | was praying
we wouldn't run into a mountain or into anoth-
er helicopter. We finally broke out of the
clouds at about 9 thousand feet. It was a
beautiful sight, from the sky around the
moon, to blue, deep blue, purple, then black.
A night sky lit up by the moon with a sea of
white clouds below us.

We flew around for a while trying to find
where we were. We could see nothing but
clouds below us. There were no other aircraft
in sight. (Later | found out that the rest of the
flight had gone under the cloud cover).

We finally contacted Pleiku Air Force Base
and asked them if they could pick us up on
their radar. Pleiku asked us to squawk our
transponder. We did and they placed us 19
miles south. They gave us a heading to
Pleiku. We followed the ADF until the needle
started turning in circles and we knew we
were over the air base. We were running low
on fuel and we decided to ask for a Ground
Controlled Approach through the clouds. It
was going to be pretty hairy because we were
way out of practice and the clouds were al-

most to the ground. | was scared and anxious.
| knew we had to do something soon before
we ran out of fuel.

All of a sudden the clouds parted in a circle
below us. We could see the runway and the
lights of Pleiku Air Force Base right below us.
We didn't even ask for permission to land. We
hurriedly circled in for a landing through the
parted clouds. We were incredibly relieved to
finally reach the ground. We asked the control
tower to contact our airfield control and tell
them where we were. We parked and tied
down the aircraft. We looked up and the
clouds had closed again. | remember being in
confused but grateful wonder. Perhaps | had
just witnessed a miracle.

The Air Force sent over a jeep for the pilots
and a 2 1/2 ton truck for the enlisted men. |
told everybody to meet at the aircraft next
morning at 7 A.M. We were taken to the Of-
ficer's Club where we had a couple of beers
and an excellent steak dinner. The enlisted
men were taken to the Enlisted Club.

We slept in real beds with thick mattresses in
the BOQ. That was a delight in itself as | was
used to sleeping in a narrow cot with a leaky
air mattress inside a sleeping bag. The next
morning we took a hot shower, ate a great
breakfast, and met the crew and grunts at the
aircraft. You could see that the enlisted men
had a great night also, especially the grunts.
They had gone from spending the night in the
jungle to having a great hot meal, with hot
showers, and sleeping in nice beds. We then
flew them, and us, back to the Division Base
Camp and the war.

WOMEN

JUNE 12"
XK XK

NS

VETER
DAY
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AWARENESS DAY

NOT ALL WOUNDS ARE VISABLE

JUNE 27TH
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9 Common Myths of the Vietham War

news media misreported and misinter-
preted reports from the war, which many
people today still believe to be factual.
Here’s the truth about nine common
myths:

Myth of the Vietham War #1: Most Were
Volunteers
Common belief is that most Vietham

i A y s S N
Fact: 2/3 of the men who served in Vi-
etnam were volunteers. 2/3 of the men
who served in World War Il were drafted.
Approximately 70% of those killed in Vi-
etnam were volunteers.

X f

Myth of the Vietham War #2: Fewer Sui-
cides Than Claimed

Common belief that the media report-
ed suicides among Vietnam veterans
range from 50,000 to 100,000 - 6to 11
times the non-Vietnam veteran popula-
tion.

Fact: Mortality studies show that
9,000 is a better estimate.
“The CDC Vietnam Experience Study
Mortality Assessment showed that dur-
ing the first 5 years after discharge,
deaths from suicide were 1.7 times more

likely among Vietnam veterans than non-
Vietnam veterans. After that initial post-

— A Ward , R

no more likely to die from suicide than
non-Vietnam veterans. In fact, after the 5
-year post-service period, the rate of sui-
cides is less in the Viethnam veterans’

group.

Myth of the Vietham War #3: Race
Claims Were False
A common belief is that a dispropor-

) tionate number of blacks were killed in

the Vietnam War.
B el f. 5

Fact: 86% of the men who died in Vi-
etnam were Caucasians, 12.5% were
black, and 1.2% were other races. Soci-
ologists Charles C. Moskos and John

| Sibley Butler, in their recently published

book “All That We Can Be,” said they
analyzed the claim that blacks were
used like cannon fodder during Vietnam
“and can report definitely that this
charge is untrue. Black fatalities amount-
ed to 12 percent of all Americans killed
in Southeast Asia, a figure proportional
to the number of blacks in the U.S. popu-
lation at the time and slightly lower than
the proportion of blacks in the Army at
the close of the war.”

Myth of the Vietham War #4: Not Just
the Poor Fought

A common belief is that the war was
fought largely by the poor and uneducat-
ed.

Fact: Servicemen who went to Vietnam
from well-to-do areas had a slightly ele-
vated risk of dying because they were
more likely to be pilots or infantry offic-
ers. Vietnam Veterans were the best-
educated forces our nation had ever

sent into combat. 79% had a high school
education or better.

Myth of the Vietham War #5: Soldiers
Were Older Than 19

The common belief is the average age of
an infantryman fighting in Vietnam was
19.

Fact: Assuming KIAs accurately repre-
sented age groups serving in Vietnam,
the average age of an infantryman (MOS
11B) serving in Vietnam to be 19 years
old is a myth, it is actually 22. None of
the enlisted grades have an average age
of less than 20. The average man who
fought in World War Il was 26 years of

age.

Myth of the Vietham War #6: The Dom-
ino Theory Proved True

The common belief is that the domino
theory was proved false.

Fact: The domino theory was accurate.
The ASEAN (Association of Southeast
Asian Nations) countries, Philippines,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thai-
land stayed free of Communism because
of the U.S. commitment to Vietham.

Continued on Page 5
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Continued From Page 4

Without that commitment, Com-
munism would have swept all the way to
the Malacca Straits that is south of Sin-
gapore and of great strategic importance
to the free world. If you ask people who
live in these countries that won the war
in Vietnam, they have a different opinion
from the American news media. The Vi-
etnam War was the turning point for
Communism.

Myth of the Vietham War #7: Vietham
Combat Was Fiercer
The common belief is that the fighting in
Vietnam was not as intense as in World
War Il.

Fact: The average infantryman in the
South Pacific during World War Il
saw about 40 days of combat in four
years. The average infantryman in Vi-
etnam saw about 240 days of combat in
one year thanks to the mobility of the
helicopter. One out of every 10 Ameri-
cans who served in Vietham was a casu-
alty. 58,148 were killed and 304,000
wounded out of 2.7 million who served.
Although the percent that died is similar
to other wars, amputations or crippling
wounds were 300 percent higher than in
World War Il.

75,000 Vietnam veterans are severely
disabled. MEDEVAC helicopters flew
nearly 500,000 missions. Over 900,000
patients were airlifted (nearly half were
American). The average time lapse be-
tween wounding to hospitalization was
less than one hour. As a result, less than
one percent of all Americans wounded,
who survived the first 24 hours, died.
The helicopter provided unprecedented
mobility. Without the helicopter it would
have taken three times as many troops
to secure the 800-mile border with Cam-
bodia and Laos (the politicians thought
the Geneva Conventions of 1954 and
the Geneva Accords or 1962 would se-
cure the border).

Myth of the Vietnam War #8: The Kim
Phuc Story Was Wrong

The common belief that Kim Phuc, the
little nine-year-old Vietnamese girl run-
ning naked from the napalm strike near
Trang Bang on 8 June 1972 (shown a
million times on American television),
was burned by Americans bombing

Trang Bang.

Fact: No American had |nvolvement in
this incident near Trang Bang that
burned Phan Thi Kim Phuc. The planes
doing the bombing near the village were
VNAF (Vietnam Air Force) and were being

flown by Vietnamese pilots in support of
South Vietnamese troops on the ground.
The Vietnamese pilot who dropped the
napalm in error is currently living in the
United States. Even the AP photogra-
pher, Nick Ut, who took the picture, was
Vietnamese. The incident in the photo
took place on the second day of a three-
day battle between the North Vietham-
ese Army (NVA) who occupied the village
of Trang Bang and the ARVN (Army of the
Republic of Vietnam) who were trying to
force the NVA out of the village. Recent
reports in the news media that an Ameri-
can commander ordered the airstrike
that burned Kim Phuc are incorrect.
There were no Americans involved in any
capacity. “We (Americans) had nothing
to do with controlling VNAF,” according
to Lieutenant General (Ret) James F.
Hollingsworth, the Commanding General
of TRAC at that time. Also, it has been
incorrectly reported that two of Kim
Phuc’s brothers were killed in this inci-
dent. They were Kim’s cousins not her
brothers.

Myth of the Vietham War #9: America
Didn’t Lose the War

The common belief that the United
States lost the war in Vietham.

Fact: The American military was not
defeated in Vietnam. The American mili-
tary did not lose a battle of any conse-
quence. From a military standpoint, it
was almost an unprecedented perfor-
mance. General West-
moreland quoting Douglas Pike (a pro-
fessor at the University of California,
Berkeley), a major military defeat for the
VC and NVA. The United States Did Not
Lose the War in Vietham; The South Viet-

namese did after the U.S. Congress cut
- off funding. The South Vietnamese ran

out of fuel, ammunition and other sup-
plies because of a lack of support from
Congress, while the North Vietnamese
were very well supplied by China and the
Soviet Union. The fall of Saigon hap-
pened 30 April 1975, two years AFTER
the American military left Vietham. The
last American troops departed in their
entirety 29 March 1973. How could we
lose a war we had already stopped
fighting? We fought to an agreed stale-
mate. The peace settlement was signed
in Paris on 27 January 1973. It called for
release of all U.S. prisoners, withdrawal
of U.S. forces, limitation of both sides’
forces inside South Vietnam and a com-
mitment to peaceful reunification. The
140,000 evacuees in April 1975 during
the fall of Saigon consisted almost en-
tirely of civilians and Vietnamese mili-
tary, NOT American military running for
their lives. There were almost twice as
many casualties in Southeast Asia
(primarily Cambodia) the first two years
after the fall of Saigon in 1975 than
there were during the ten years the U.S.
was involved in Vietnam.
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Give This to a Fellow Vietham Veteran...

The Vietnam Veterans of America associa-
tion is a "home of our own" - a community of
fellowship with people who share your expe-
riences, needs, and hopes for the future.
Agent Orange is still with us and our num-
bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-
er rate then we would like it. That makes it
even more important for Viethnam Veterans
to have a viable and strong organization to
represent us in Washington

Membership is open to U.S. armed force
veterans who served on active duty (for oth-
er than training purposes) in the Republic of
Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7,
1975, or in any duty location between Aug.
5,1964 and May 7, 1975.

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either
cut out the application and give it to the Vet
or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter

to him or her. Don't forget that a copy of
their DD-214 with their membership applica-
tion is required.

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans
of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-
etnam Veterans of America and receive the
same benefits, including a subscription to
The VVA Veteran.

BECOME A LIFE MEMBER

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA Return to: VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, P.O. BOX 49030, Baltimore, MD 21207-4930

Name [ Male []Female
Address City State ZIP
Chapter No. 196 Phone ( Email

NEW LOWER

)PRICE!

LIFE MEMBERSHIP NOW ONLY $50 creoir caro numser

ELIGIBILITY: Membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for

other than training purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28,1961,
and May 7,1975, or any duty station between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975

PAYMENT METHOD OCheck OMoney Order [JVisa O Master Card 0 American Express [Discover

Exp. Date

Signature

New members must submit a copy of their DD-214 along with this application and dues payment.




